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Just Church engages the reader in the synodal pathway to 
a “Just Church” that can and should reflect its social teach-
ing. An important measure of justice is an ecclesiology 
open to participation by others beyond celibate clerics, 
especially in consideration of competing Catholic ecclesial 
bodies and methods of membership.

No other contemporary Catholic voice speaks so elo-
quently about the place of women in the Church or the 
new methods of membership, especially break-away groups 
and the burgeoning metaverse, and no other work addresses 
these questions.
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At the Intersection of Faith and Culture

Dr. Phyllis Zagano is an internationally acclaimed Catholic scholar who has lectured in the 
United States, Canada, Europe, and Australia. Her many awards include the 2014 Isaac 
Hecker Award for Social Justice from the Paulist Center Community in Boston. Her work 
on women in the diaconate led to her appointment to the Pontifical Commission for the 
Study of the Diaconate of Women in 2016. She has taught at Fordham, Boston, and Yale 
universities, and currently holds a research appointment at Hofstra University, Hempstead, 
New York. She has written numerous books including Women Deacons and Women: Icons of 
Christ (Paulist, 2020), winner of a Catholic Media Association Book Award.
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